COMMANDER’S CORNER 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am most sad to inform you that our great friend and a wonderful leader, Jim McCrindle, General Manager of Shades of Green, died suddenly on Sunday morning the 1st of June in Orlando, FL. 
Jim immigrated to America in the early 1960s from a small town in Scotland to pursue a career in hospitality management. He served one enlistment in the Army as a paratrooper in the 82d Airborne Division and was honorably discharged as a SGT. Jim was always proud of his airborne status and service in the 82d. 
He worked as an intern in AFRC Europe in Garmisch in the late 60's, then went on to college at Cornell and worked in the hotel industry in the Boston area. 
Jim returned to Army NAF employment in 1976 and was the first NAF employee to be assigned as a US stateside hire to Germany in 1978. Jim became the Chief, Training and Assistance, ERO in 1984 and the Director of that organization in 1987, before being assigned as Acting Executive Director and later Executive Director, Armed Forces Recreation Center, Europe, in 1988. 
After assisting in the planning and management of the Desert Shield/Desert Storm R&R program on the S.S. Cunard Princess in Bahrain, he returned to the United States in January 1992 to lead the project that resulted in the lease and later purchase of the Disney Inn, on Walt Disney World Resort (renamed Shades of Green), which became our 4th AFRC in 1994. Jim had been its only General Manager until Sunday.
Jim had a heart as big as the Grand Canyon and approached every day with consummate love and passion for our Soldiers and the employees who serve our Soldiers. He was the Ambassador for Soldier and Hospitality Programs and has a legion of friends in every corner of the Army, Department of Defense and Congress, as well as every aspect of MWR in all services. 
We will miss him dearly. 

“MWR for All Your Life” 

MG John A. Macdonald
Commanding General
Family and MWR Command 
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Child and Youth Services Supports Army-wide Birthday Celebrations 
During the week prior to the Army Birthday (June 9-14, 2008), Garrison Child and Youth Services (CYS) programs will host hundreds of birthday events in Child Development Centers (CDCs) and School Age and Youth Programs throughout the Army. Army Birthday Parties in the CDCs will feature not only a cake and singing “Happy Birthday” to the Army, but will also have a story-time reading from a specially-written children’s book titled “Happy Birthday, U.S. Army.” 60,000 copies of the book will be distributed—one for each child 5 years old or younger—to the children to take home and share with their parents.
        These Army Birthday Celebrations in CYS Facilities offer great opportunities to showcase our quality CYS programs and encourage our children to participate in recognizing our Army history and their parent’s contribution to our nation.
        Information on “CYS Celebrates the Army Birthday” is available on the CYS Professional Website at https://cys.us.army.mil/ and on the CYS Public Website at www.armymwr.com. POC: Ms. Donna McGrath, 703-681-5382, donna.mcgrath@us.army.mil. 
Nashville Star On NBC Will Feature Some of America’s Heroes 
When Nashville Star premieres tonight on NBC, the show will feature SFC Sean Bennett, a Silver Star recipient, performing his audition aboard the Iwo Jima.
        Sean and one of his battle buddies recorded a CD which included a song they co-wrote called “Redneck Town.” Sean’s friend sacrificed his life in Iraq by throwing himself on a grenade to save Sean and the rest of their platoon. At a concert in Alaska, Sean pressed the CD into Billy Ray Cyrus’s hand and said “you’ve got to listen to this.”
        Cyrus introduced Sean at the auditions on the Iwo Jima, saying “there are no coincidences in life,” while praising Sean’s talents and heroism.
        Producers say that clip will be included in tonight’s premiere episode. 
        Additionally, Victor Hurtado, the former director of the U.S. Army Soldier Show, a Family and MWR Command production, has promised that the evening’s episode will “be more than just country music auditions.” Without violating restrictions placed on him by the network as the Military Talent Liaison, Hurtado said: “If you watch, you’re sure to recognize some Army faces…”
        Nashville Star airs on NBC at 9 p.m. Monday, June 9. Check your local listings for details, or for more information, visit their Web site at http://www.nbc.com/Nashville_Star/ or visit Entertainment Tonight Online at http://www.etonline.com/news/2008/06/62395/index.html. 
Soldier Competes In Rodeo Through Wounded Warrior Sports Program 
Purple Heart recipient SPC Jake Lowery officially launched the U.S. Army Wounded Warrior Sports Program with an inspirational team-roping performance at Denny Calhoun Arena on May 10-11, 2008. 
        Lowery, of Fort Richardson, Alaska, competed in a Troy Shelley Affiliate team roping competition at Denny Calhoun Arena in Las Cruces, N.M. as the first member of the Army's new Wounded Warrior Sports Program which is designed to give active-duty Soldiers with life-altering injuries an opportunity to compete in sporting events. 
        Lowery lost his right eye and sustained massive head injuries when he was hit by an improvised explosive device that killed a fellow Soldier in Fallujah, Iraq, on February 11, 2007. Less than a year later, Lowery, a lifelong cowboy, was back aboard a horse and roping steers despite suffering from a traumatic brain injury and post traumatic stress disorder. 
        “This pretty much keeps me going – it’s the only thing that does,” he said. “Without it, I’d just be hanging out in my room somewhere.” 
        The Wounded Warrior Sports Program pays for the athletic attire, registration fees, transportation, lodging and per diem of active-duty Soldiers with life-altering injuries. POC: Mark Dunivan, 719-526-3908, mark.dunivan@us.army.mil, or Peggy Hutchinson, 703-681-7211, peggy.hutchinson@us.army.mil. 
World Class Athlete Program Soldier Qualifies For U.S. Olympic Team 
World Class Athlete Program Soldier-athlete MAJ Mike Anti of Winterville, N.C., qualified for a spot on the 2008 U.S. Olympic team at the Shooting Team Trials. POC: CPT Dominic Black, 719-526-4139, dominic.derwin.black@us.army.mil. 
USAG Grafenwoehr Reviewed During Army Community Service (ACS) Accreditation Visit 
The Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation Command (FMWRC) accompanied the IMCOM-Europe Accreditation Team as they evaluated the USAG Grafenwoehr Army Community Service (ACS) Center May 5-9, 2008. 147 Category 1 standards were reviewed for compliance with Public Laws, DoDDS, DoDI, and Army Regulations, and 145 Category 1 standards were met. 58 Category 2 standards were reviewed for compliance with social work/services standards of practice. Of the possible 290 Category 2 points, the community received a total of 278. POC: Delores Johnson, 703-681-5374, delores.johnson@conus.army.mil. 
Army Community Service Mobilization and Deployment Program Managers’ Course Conducted 
The Army Community Service Mobilization and Deployment Program Managers’ Course was held May 12-17, 2008 at the MWR Academy in Alexandria, VA. Twenty Program Managers and Program Specialists attended the training course. The topics discussed included Army Emergency Management, Roles and Responsibilities, Operation Ready materials, Accreditation, Outcome Measures, Battlemind, and Financial Management. POC: Patricia Tucker, 703-275-5240, patricia.tucker@conus.army.mil.
FWMRC Provided Training, Data at US Army Europe (USAREUR) Army Family Action Plan (AFAP) Conference 
FMWRC Family Programs (FP) Directorate staff provided support to the USAREUR AFAP Conference, May 12-162008, in Heidelberg, Germany. During the conference, delegates examine the most significant issues submitted by installations in their command, and recommend solutions to resolve the issues. The Commander will review and approve issues to be submitted to the HQDA AFAP Conference in January, 2009. The FMWRC staff provided training for attendees and also presented an ACS Update during the opening session. The top three issues identified by USAREUR were: Wounded Warrior Spouse Preference (WWSP), Standardization of Family Readiness Support Assistant/Family Readiness Support Technician (FRSA/FRST) Positions and access to Educational Pre-Kindergarten for all beneficiaries of Department of Defense Dependents Schools (DoDDS). POC: Veronica Thomas, 703-681-3861, veronica.thomas@conus.army.mil. 
Military Spouses Career and Education Opportunities Expanded 
Career training opportunities have expanded to include all military spouses regardless of their sponsor’s rank. The Career Advancement Account (CAA), a demonstration project initiated in November, 2007, assists military spouses at 18 installations in eight states achieve education degrees and certification in high demand and high growth occupations. The expansion to include all military spouses and adding four additional career fields occurred in April, 2008. Additional information is available through the Community Service Employment Assistance office or the Army Education Center at or on the www.caa.milspouse.org website. POC: Patricia Wells, 703-681-0676, patti.wells@conus.army.mil. 
Secretary of the Army Endorses Survivor Outreach Services (SOS) 
On May 8, 2008, the Secretary of the Army (SA) visited a group of Survivors at Fort Bragg, NC. The SA listened and responded to the spouses’ concerns and issues. During the week of May 11, 2008, the Secretary of Army released an Army-wide message concerning survivor access to support services, and the Installation Management Command released a NETCALL regarding SOS to all garrisons. Both messages stress the importance of the Army’s commitment to caring for survivors with dignity and respect.
        The next SOS meeting will be conducted May 30, 2008 at the Hilton Mark Hotel, Alexandria, VA. The Advisory Panel will finalize the SOS Action Plan as the Commanding General, Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation Command chairs the meeting. POC: Delores Johnson, 7-3-681-5374, delores.johnson@conus.army.mil. 
Military District of Washington (MDW) Hosts Army Family Action Plan (AFAP) Conference 
FMWRC Family Programs (FP) Directorate staff provided support to the MDW AFAP Conference, May 20-22, 2008, at Fort McNair, Washington, DC. During the conference, delegates examined the most significant issues submitted by installations in their command, and recommended solutions to resolve the issues. The Commander will review and approve issues to be submitted to the HQDA AFAP Conference in January, 2009. The FMWRC staff provided training for the Facilitator, Recorder, Transcriber and Delegates, conference assessments, and conference materials. The FP staff also presented an ACS program update during the opening session. The top five issues identified by MDW were: Tuition Assistance (TA) Carry Over, TRICARE for Secondary Dependents, Official Photographs for Service Members, Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) Computation, and Military Career Counselors for Warrior Transition Units (WTU). POC: Veronica Thomas, 703-681-3861, veronica.thomas@conus.army.mil. 
Soldier and Family Assistance Center Update 
The hiring status for the Soldier and Family Assistance Centers is at 91 percent of the required status as of May 19, 2008. The Letter of Instruction for the Soldier and Family Readiness Donations Supplemental Mission Non-appropriated Fund Instrumentality has been released, with detailed information for processing donations. These donations will allow the centers to provide a variety of services for which appropriated funds cannot be used. POC: Colleen Tuddenham, 703-681-7399, colleen.tuddenham@conus.army.mil. 
Nominations for the 2008 Association of the United States Army (AUSA) Newell Rubbermaid Volunteer Family of the Year Award Due June 13
The AUSA Newell Rubbermaid Volunteer Family of the Year Award recognizes an exceptional Army Family whose dedicated volunteer service significantly contributes to improving Army well-being and the well-being of the local community. The winning Family will receive a trip to Washington D.C. for the Annual Meeting to receive their award courtesy of Rubbermaid, AUSA and GEICO. Active Duty, Reserve Component, National Guard, Retiree and Army civilian Families are all eligible for the award. Nominations must be submitted through AUSA chapters. Family readiness coordinators, volunteer coordinators and anyone else that is aware of a deserving Family should contact their local AUSA chapter leaders. To locate your nearest chapter please visit the AUSA Regional Activities page at http://www.ausa.org/chapters. For more information about the award, please visit http://www.ausa.org/webpub/DeptFamilyPrograms.nsf/byid/KCAT-6D5RZR. 
Nominations Due June 20 for the Very Important Patriot Award 
The National Military Family Association (NMFA) is accepting nominations for the Very Important Patriot Award through June 20, 2008. See the link below for an explanation of the award, eligibility requirements, nominator requirements, nomination procedures, contact information at NMFA, and helpful hints for writing the nomination essay. If you have volunteers as part of your staff, please consider nominating them for this prestigious award. If you know of strong volunteers or volunteer programs in the field, you may want to suggest nominations be submitted. Any individual may nominate a deserving person for the Very Important Patriot Award. Nominations are made online at www.nmfa.org/vip. 
Update on Hale Koa Hotel Renovation 
Construction continues in the renovation of the Hale Koa Illima Tower with renovation in various stages on guestroom floors four through nine. Guests re-occupied newly renovated rooms on the 2nd and 3rd floors on May 16. Guestrooms on the 4th floor are expected to be ready for occupancy the week of June 9, 2008. This renovation completely updates the entire Illima Tower, to include corridors, guestrooms bathroom/vanity areas, and all finishes and furniture. Renovation is also in process in the Warriors Lounge, main kitchen, and Banyan Tree Showroom. POC: William Stickles, (703) 681-1506, william.stickles@conus.army.mil. 
Update on the Army Soldier Show 
The show continues on its tour schedule and will perform at the following locations in the next two weeks: 
June12 – Fort McPherson, GA 
June 15 – Fort McCoy, WI 
June 18 – Rock Island Arsenal, IL 
June 21 – Camp Ripley, MN 

Total attendance as of May 31, 2008 is 12,640. POC: Andrew Gilliam, 703-806-5394, andrew.gilliam@conus.army.mil. 
Army Concert Tour is Underway 
The attendance to date for the Concert Tour is over 18,000 for the first two concert stops. The next stop is June 15, 2008, at Fort Riley, with Montgomery Gentry headlining and Katie Rae Davis and Hip Kitty opening the show. POC: Andrew Gilliam, 703-806-5394, andrew.gilliam@conus.army.mil. 
Kitt Kittredge Promotion is Underway 
Nearly 400 young readers have entered the online contest for the Kit Kittredge An American Girl library promotion underway at 50 MWR libraries. More than 3,000 have viewed the promotion website. In addition to the online contest which offers a chance to win a trip and shopping spree at an American Girl store, there are local displays and prizes at 50 participating Army libraries. The promotion is an Army MWR - Picturehouse Films partnership designed to bring kids ages 6-16 into the library, and to promote the film release on July 2. Eligible readers will receive an entry form to win a boxed set of American Girl books each time they check out books at their MWR library during the months of May and June. POC: Shirley Kappa, (703) 428-6125, Shirley.kappa@conus.army.mil. 
FMWRC Will Host the Soldier Family Action Plan Symposium in August 
FMWRC will host the Soldier Family Action Plan Training Symposium/FMWR Conference at the Galt House Hotel in Louisville, Kentucky August 25-27, 2008. The purpose of the conference is to provide a learning forum that focuses on the tremendous change in the Army and support required for Garrison Commanders, Soldiers, and Families – the business of Army Soldier and Family programs. 
        In order to build a robust program that will emphasize a total Soldier Family Action Plan picture, representatives from the National Guard and Reserves, MEDCOM and Housing will combine with Family and MWR leadership at the training symposium. Additionally, Garrison Family and MWR employees are involved in planning and executing the program and events. 
        The training program will focus on connecting initiatives, people, programs, resources, and technology, creating solutions to real-world problems and spotlighting best practices. POC: Patricia Tucker, 703-275-5240, patricia.tucker@us.army.mil. 
Upcoming Events 

June 
9-13    Reading of Army Birthday Book at CDCs by VIPs (Army-wide) 
9-13    Basic Fitness Training Course (Fort Huachuca, AZ) 
9-15    Army Teen Panel (Washington, DC) 
18-28   AFTB Master Trainer Course/AFTB Program Managers Course (Orlando, FL) 
23-27   Basic Fitness Training Course (Fort Leonard Wood, MO) 
24-27   Family Advocacy Program Strategic Planning Meeting (Springfield, VA) 
25      Dependents Education Council Meeting (Arlington, VA) 
26      Survivor Outreach Services Advisory Panel Meeting (MWR Academy)  

July 
4       Independence Day (Federal Holiday) 
7-11    Advanced Fitness Training Course (Fort Eustis, VA) 
7-11    Career Transition Workshops (MWR Academy) 
14-18   SFAC Training (Alexandria, VA) 
14-8 Aug        Garrison Pre-Command Course (Fort Belvoir, VA) 
19-21   CYS School Liaison Officers/School Transition Specialists Training ICW Military Child Education Coalition Conference (Dallas, TX)       
21-22   Education Summit (Dallas, TX) 
21-25   Advanced Fitness Training Course (Fort Bragg, NC) 
23-25   Exceptional Family Member Program Mgmt Training ICW Military Child Education Coalition National Conference (Dallas, TX)
22-24 (T)       Soldier Family Readiness Working Group Meeting 
24      Survivor Outreach Services Advisory Panel Meeting (MWR Academy) 
25      ASA (I&E)/ACSIM/IMCOM Family Picnic (Castle Park, Fort Belvoir) 
28-31   SFAC Training Conference (Orlando, FL) 
30-1 Aug DoD Joint Library Forum (MWR Academy) 
30-9 Aug AFTB/ACS Core Instructor Course (Orlando, FL) 
August 
1-8     Core Instructor Team and ACS Curriculum Team Workgroups (Orlando, FL) 
3-8     Army-wide BOSS Forum (Lansdowne, VA) 
5-7     AIFSN Building Community Partnerships Training (Chapel Hill, NC) 
8-14    Armed Forces Golf Championship (Fort Gordon, GA) 
8-24    2008 Olympic Games 
13-18(T)        CYS Family Child Care Director Training (Anaheim, CA) 
18-22   General Officer Installation Command Course (Fort Belvoir, VA) 
18-22   Advanced Fitness Training Course (Fort Belvoir, VA) 
24-28   Soldier and Family Action Plan Training Symposium (formerly Biennial 

