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	CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH IN THE ARMY – APRIL 2010 

Rationale

In both the latest Army child fatality review report and in the research on stressors on both deployed and non-deployed parents, it seems clear that some Army children are not receiving all the support and protection that they need.  In the case of child fatalities, the victims are young children.  They die of severe intentional trauma or from accidents that happen due to lack of supervision.  Leaving homicides out of the picture, one sees scenarios that too frequently describe a lack of adequate surveillance and attention.  In a recent paper on spouses whose partner is deployed, research results suggest the need to increase the community support systems for such Families.  Encouraging more adult or community involvement in the lives of children -- and to help mitigate the stress on Families -- is crucial.

Our Army focus is on the prevention of abuse and neglect, and fitness for all members of the community.   All adults and children have the right to live in a healthy and secure environment.  The research on Family stress on the non-deployed parent suggest that a parent-centered approach, however vital in prevention, will also benefit from and be strengthened by an informal community-wide capacity-building effort to help keep children safe. (Huebner, A. J., et al., 2009);  Department of the Army Domestic Violence and Child Abuse Fatality Review, Fifth Annual Report, September 2009; Weis K.L., et al., 2008).  

The Army commitment to protect its Families is strong and continuous.  This is shown in the effectiveness of FAP programs for parents, children and teens.  This commitment is also evidenced by the fact that child abuse and neglect is not showing frightening trends upward despite the stresses of widespread deployments. 

However, there is always more to do.  Even one child victim is one too many.  This year, The Child Abuse Prevention Month Campaign is child-centered.  

Child Abuse Prevention campaigns are an integral part of this mission and reinforce the Army community’s responsibility towards the health and safety of the most vulnerable of its members.

Even good parents, who do their best under all this stress, can leave some of the Army's children vulnerable to serious accidental harm.  Some Families are not easily reached despite the best efforts of command, FAP, strong schools, and community resources.  In such Families the children might be victims of the kinds of abuse and neglect that leave scars for life.  If those children are provided with the support that comes from committed and caring adults -- friends, neighbors, and leadership -- both the Family stress and the child's safety will be improved.

The scope of stressors can and should be highlighted in proclamations -- people need to know that both the children and the parents who are at risk are overburdened.  Children under stress can challenge their parent’s ability to cope with their behaviors.  The bottom line is that when the parent cannot cope, it will be the child who suffers.  

The Army leaves no Soldier behind.  We cannot afford to leave the children behind.  At the household level, Families need to recognize the depth of the Army’s commitment as reflected in both the Army Family Covenant and the many support services that are offered to Army Families.  Friends, neighbors and relatives are all a part of the Army Family.  We need to mobilize to play a vital role in the safety and well-being of all our children.  This is the ultimate step in building a Healthy and secure Community – one that can make all the difference in our goal of lowering the child abuse statistics and reducing the child death statistics to the smallest possible numbers.  
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CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH IN THE ARMY 2010:
Children are our Future; Let’s Keep our Future Safe by Protecting the Child


Installation Commander's DRAFT PROCLAMATION

In today’s Army, the pace is extraordinary and at (Installation Name) every one of us continues to go above and beyond every day to support our mission.  Since this tempo is not likely to change much in the very near future, there will continue to be vigorous demands on all of us - including the children in our midst.  The vast majority of our Army Families have stepped up to the plate.  Both parents and children are equipped for success, but even they can also benefit from the support of other Army households who do not have children at home.  For the smaller number of Families who face other significant challenges that put their children at risk, our Army Family Advocacy Program (FAP) is always ready to provide referral and support.


April 2010 is designated as Child Abuse Prevention Month in the Army.  This year's theme – Children are our Future; Let’s Keep our Future Safe by Protecting the Child
is intended to emphasize even closer attention to the protection and support of our children.

I am calling on the entire (Installation Name) Community to be vigilant for the safety of all our children.  We know from recent research published in the Journal of the American Medical Association that some Army children with parental deployment to Iraq and Afghanistan are at greater risk for child neglect.  The research still confirms that the tremendous stresses (parenting alone, anxiety for the parent in harm’s way) experienced by Families contribute to the problems associated with higher increases of injury and abuse.  

Now, more than ever, we have to continue to demonstrate our commitment to provide our children and their parents and caregivers with a strong, healthy and supportive environment where children can be safe and thrive.  The quality of life for our Families must match the quality of their Soldier’s service. 

As Commander of this installation, I ask that you rededicate yourselves to protecting our children here on the home front.  We have to mobilize everyone in the (Installation Name) community, inside and outside the gate, to play a role. 

Therefore, our Child Abuse Prevention Month campaign for 2010 must reinforce the promises of the Army Family Covenant.  Just as we give full support to the force, we must give full support to the Families.

We are Army Strong.  Now, in Child Abuse Prevention Month 2010, we need to show that we are Army and Community Strong in Keeping Children and Families Safe.  

Keep a spotlight on the children.  Lend a hand.  Support one another.  Help isolated Families connect with FAP.  Join in the 2010 Army campaign to prevent child abuse.

Our 2010 campaign at (Installation Name) is child-centered and family-focused:   Children are our Future; Let’s Keep our Future Safe by Protecting the Child.

 (signed)
Installation Commander, Installation Name
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